Barry County Planning Meeting Minutes 
August 22, 2011

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Clyde Morgan at 7:00 PM in the Community Room of the Courts and Law Building in Hastings, Michigan.  The Planning Commission members present included:  Clyde Morgan, Jack Miner, Suzanne Hayes, Robert Vanderboegh and Jack Nadwornik.  Craig Stolsonburg was absent and Michael Barney was running late.  Also in attendance included James McManus, Planning Director, Greg Gillons, Krista Jones, and many other interested people.
Minutes:  The minutes of June 27, 2011 were reviewed.  Chairperson Morgan noted several corrections to the minutes.  On page 1, paragraph 6 need to change the word “has to had”; delete “…tried to…” and add “…some had been returned.” Also delete “…it is difficult due to the cost and age of the dogs.”  In paragraph 11 need to add “…the dogs rarely…”.  Then on page 2, first and second paragraph to correct the name of “Bykonen” to “Byykkonen”.  In paragraph 3 need to add the word “…major positive…”.  In paragraph 5, need to add “…by society in need of opportunities.”  In paragraph 16 need to add “…since March 2010 and they did get to 30 dogs.”  Delete “…in 2011.”  Then on page 4, paragraph 4 need to add “…and there were no replies.”
 Motion by Miner to approve the minutes of June 27, 2011 as corrected.  Support by Nadwornik.  All ayes – motion carried.

Chairperson Morgan asked the Planning Commission to review the agenda.  
McManus noted he had two corrections.  First, he noted the Caledonia Township review could be struck as the letter was a notice of plan amendment.  He also noted the Election of Officers needed to be added to the agenda.

Approval of Agenda:
Motion by Hayes to approve the agenda as corrected.  Support by Vanderboegh.  All ayes – motion carried.

Business
Chairperson Morgan explained the procedures of a public hearing.

Special Use Permits
Case Number SP-8-2011
-
Greg & Maureen Gillons
1151 E Woodlawn Avenue in Section 9 – Hastings Township
Chairperson Morgan recessed the Planning Commission, opened the public hearing and asked Gillons to present his request.

Gillons noted they are asking for a permit to operate a contractor’s facility.  He noted his son has been operating Advantage Drain Cleaning.  He said the vehicles are stored in pole barns, and they store pipes.  He said the trucks go in and out.  He submitted letters from some of the neighbors (see attached).
Chairperson Morgan asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of the request.
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Krista Jones spoke in favor of the request.
Chairperson Morgan asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition.  There was no response.
Gillons noted there has been a history of business on the property.

Chairperson Morgan closed the public hearing and reconvened the Planning Commission.

Hayes asked if there would be any changes on site.  Gillons said no.

Chairperson Morgan asked about the hours of operation.  Gillons said 8AM-5PM.

Motion by Miner to approve Case Number SP-8-2011 as presented.  Support by Hayes.
Roll call vote taken:
Miner – aye, Hayes – aye, Nadwornik – aye, Vanderboegh – aye,




Morgan aye, Stolsonburg – absent, and Barney – absent.

Five ayes, no nays, and 2 absent – motion carried.  Special Use Granted. 

Farmland Agreements
Frederic Halbert & Mark Halbert
#11-04 - Section 20, Johnstown Township 

#11-05 – Section 34, Johnstown Township

McManus noted Halbert’s submitted two applications in Johnstown Township.  He said the parcel in Section 20 is planned RR, but a portion of the property is currently zoned MU.  He noted the plan takes precedence.  He said the property in Section 34 is planned as A.
Vanderboegh asked if the agreements resulted is a loss of tax base.  McManus said yes, and noted that is why the Commission has to agree for contracts.

The Planning Commission discussed the revenue issue and the role of preserving farmland.

Motion by Vanderboegh to recommend approval of PA 116 requests #11-04 and #11-05 to the Board of Commissioners.  Support by Barney.  All ayes, one absent – motion carried.

Larry Haywood
#2011-1 – Section 23, Rutland Township

#2011-2 – Section 6, Rutland Township
McManus noted Haywood submitted two properties for PA 116 consideration.  He noted both are in Rutland Township, so the recommendation will go to the township, not the Board of Commissioners.  McManus noted both properties are planned RR so there is no conflict with the county plan.
Motion by Vanderboegh to recommend approval to the Board of Commissioners.  Support by Hayes.  All ayes, one absent – motion carried.

Hayes asked if these are for 10 year contracts.  McManus said they could be longer, but they are in 10 year increments.
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Hayes asked if the ground had to be tillable.  McManus said it had to be over 50% tillable.  It was noted it has to be a minimum of 51% tillable.

Motion by Barney to recommend approval of Haywood’s two PA 116 applications to Rutland Charter Township.  Support by Vanderboegh.  All ayes, one absent – motion carried.
County Master Plan
McManus noted the Planning Commission needed to decide if a full review was warranted.  He suggested that the full review was not needed based on the Census data and the slow rate of growth for the past three years.  He noted most of the goals in the plan are still valid and attainable.  He acknowledged that at least two small amendments will be needed, but he felt they could be processed individually.

The Planning Commission discussed the agricultural provisions.

Barney asked if Lancaster, Pennsylvania offered any options.  McManus said no as the county is significantly dissimilar to Barry County.

Vanderboegh noted there were 8000 acres in the CRP program.  He suggested the acreage be taken off the role and used for the production of switch grass, which can used for ethanol production.  He said one (1) acre of switch grass can produce 300-500 gallons of ethanol, which is a greater yield than corn.

McManus noted the plan would not need to be adjusted for that use.  He noted he would take the thought to the Agricultural Preservation Board.
The Planning Commission discussed the role of the Agricultural Preservation Board.

Motion by Miner to consider the review of the Master Plan complete and a full amendment is not required.  Support by Barney.

Roll call vote taken:
Miner – aye, Barney – aye, Vanderboegh – aye, Nadwornik – aye, 




Hayes – aye,  Morgan – aye, Stolsonburg – absent.

Six ayes, no nays and one absent – motion carried.

Election of Officers
Vanderboegh nominated Morgan to serve as chairperson.  Miner closed nominations and Barney supported.  All ayes – motion carried.  Clyde Morgan is Chairperson.

Chairperson Morgan nominated Barney to serve as vice-chairperson.  Support by Miner.  All ayes – motion carried.  Michael Barney is Vice-Chairperson.

Chairperson Morgan nominated Stolsonburg to serve as secretary.  Support by Miner.  All ayes – motion carried.  Craig Stolsonburg is Secretary.
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Public Comment
Krista Jones spoke on a variety of topics.  She commented on the concept of using switch grass and said MSU students could help.  She noted they are looking at research using the hull of a black walnut as a deworming medicine.  She said she is interested in the historic uses of dogs.  She said she is working with Mooville to prepare a school field trip curriculum.
Jones thanked the Planning Commission for their attention to details.  She clarified the situation regarding the number of dogs at the kennel since 2009.  She asked the Planning Commission for list of the members who actually visited the site prior to the meeting.

Jones then provided the Planning Commission with information about kennels, including law from Pennsylvania.

Motion by Miner to adjourn.  Support by Vanderboegh.  All ayes – motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully,

James McManus,

Acting Recording Secretary

